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Overviewéand a reflection

Over historyéthe Arctic has been explored, extracted and exploited.

The Arctic has beenéa region of collaboration, competitionéand contested.

Currentlyéa region of mostly practical cooperation with a unique set of cooperative 
mechanisms.
Å Howeveréincreased competition at state and non-state levels increase the 

probability of conflict.
Å Most Arctic nations are at worké to manage militarization in the region.

Gaining domain awareness and understandingé.is critical to for governance, 
organizations and operatorséand reduces undiscovered illicit activities and the risk 
of miscalculation between states.

Arctic regionéhas long challenged technology that creates domain awareness and 
understanding.

While the Arctic is warmingéit remains perilous for the average person.
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Major issues facing the U.S. in the Arctic

Governanceéa myriad of multinational entitieséperhaps the most of any region

Protectingémarine life, peopleéin particular, our citizens

Preparing and responding to crisis (HA/DR)éDefense Support to Civil Authorities

Homeland SecurityéBorder, Transportation and Maritime

Homeland DefenseéNORADõs Maritime Warning 

Projecting Power and Defending in Depthéin support of National Interests with 
Allies and partners

Photo:  Wikipedia.com
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Defining the Arcticéas it matters from a Security Perspective

Geographically:  66.33  North

Temperature:  10 degree C/50-degree 

F July Isotherm

Politically(via the Arctic Council):  

60.00 North

How the United States defines its own 

Arctic:  Yukon and Kuskokwim River 

Delta Northéextending south and 

west to the Aleutian Islands and all of

the Bering Seaé1984 Arctic Policy Act

Photo:  www.geographicguide.net

Photo:  U.S. Arctic Research Commission
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In the 21stCenturyéthe Arctic is still cold, wild and remoteébut changing 
dramatically

The Arctic Ocean is the smallest and shallowest of the worldõs 

oceans

éaverage depth is approx. 3400 feet

Photo:  www.usgs.gov.

Photo:  http://90 -north.com/resources/polar-data-maps/

òThe Arctic Ocean: cul de sac of the world ocean[s]ó
http://www.jeanlouisetienne.com/EN/images/encyclo/imprimer/18.htm


